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WE ARE ONE
PHS joins the Unified Games

by Lynn Merigold
     On February 5th, PHS hosted our 
very first Unified Basketball event! The 
Blue Devils played against Homewood 
Flossmoor High School. Micheal Flanagan 
and Jared Worden helped carry the 
basketball team by racking up some 
points, but unfortunately the Blue Devils 
fell short of a victory at 45-29. The student 
section was filled as everyone encouraged 
their fellow classmates. On February 14th 
the Blue Devils played against LaSalle-Peru 
and beat them in a close game with a final 
score of 38-36. Good luck to the Unified 
Basketball Team as they head to State on 
March 15th!
     In honor of the Unified Games, a spirit 
week was held at school. Monday was 

“Pajama Day,” Tuesday was “Jersey Day,” 
Wednesday was “Wacky Wednesday,” 
Thursday was “Country Day,” and Friday 
was “Blue Devil Spirit Day,” Sophomore 
Lauren Hamann’s favorite day was 
Monday. “Just to be able to dress in your 
PJ’s and go to school was nice, especially 
on a Monday,” Hamann says. Students who 
do not play on the team are still able to 
participate by dressing up and coming out 
to support everyone.
     Not only does PHS now have a Unified 
Basketball team but there is a Unified 
Dance team as well. Molly Marchionda 
and Bethany Gass are part of the team. 
(Cont. on page 2)
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The girls placed 1st at IHSA State. Great 
job ladies! Coach Blamble says, “We are 
hoping to add more Unified Sports next 

(Cont. from page 1)

year and would love for more students 
to get involved as athletes or partners! 
My goal is for PHS to become a Unified 
Sports Banner School.” With all the 
advancements made this year, the program 
will continue to grow in the years to come. 
     Now how did the idea to develop these 
teams here at PHS come about? Mrs. 
Blamble and Mr. Fantin met during the 
summer of 2018 to discuss the possibility 
of starting up this program. They talked 
with the head of Unified Sports, and 
developed the first two unified teams. 

Molly Marchionda performs her state routine 
one last time before heading to the IDTA state 
competition.

With that being said, thank you to Mrs. 
Blamble, Mr. Fantin, and Mr. Gibson for 
coordinating these basketball games. Also 
a shoutout to Ms. McKay, Mr. Boehlke, and 
Mrs. Kuypers for all of their help making 
this a success.

Sophomore Jared Worden shoots a jump shot, 
swishing the ball to help his team with an 
additional two points.
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Winter Sports Season
Wrap up for our sports teams
by Ashleigh Viola

Sports 3

     As the winter sports season starts to 
wrap up, the teams are trying to finish 
their year on a strong note. The teams are 
Boys and Girls Basketball, Wrestling, and 
Dance. The Competitive Dance Team is 
doing great with many good wins. They 
have gone to State as the Unified Dance 
Team, which is a great accomplishment.     
     The wrestling team has had an 
outstanding season with many of the 
individuals going to Sectionals and moving 
onto state. Freshman Kevin Hogan said,” 
I have had a good season so far with 31 
wins and 10 losses. We had nine wrestlers 
going to sectionals and we took first as 
a team at regionals.” Paul Keane went to 
the state finals and placed second in the 
competition.
      The boys basketball team has a record 
of 4-20 for Varsity and JV’s record was 
very good and showed their hard work, 
making this season one to remember. The 
team has eight seniors, so this season was 
an important one for this year’s athletes. 
The boys held their Senior Night on 
February 5th, going up against Plano. They 
played a very hard-fought game and many 
of the team members played very well, but 
in the end they fell short of a win. 
     The girl’s basketball team has had a 
good season with Varsity ending with 
an 18-11 record. Senior Delaney Kelly 
said,” The season went pretty well in my 
opinion. I worked hard on my shot and 
defense so I could do my part in trying 
to get a win!” JV had a very impressive 
record of 18-4. The teams have had to 
battle countless injuries, harsh weather, 
and sickness and ending their regular 
season on a great note. Kelly recalls 
some of her favorite memories from her 
senior season, “Standing next to the same 
people during the National Anthem was 
always fun because we are all kind of 
superstitious. Doing a bench hop, as we 

call it, with one of my friends on the team 
whenever we sat down it always made 
us laugh and put us in a good mood! We 
always did it after every huddle, when we, 
or a substitute, would come off the floor, 
and at the very beginning of every game!” 
The girls held their Senior Night on 
January 28th with Varsity adding a win to 
their record and JV playing their hardest-
fought game of the season, but fell shy by 
four points against Plano.
          As the last of the winter sports wrap 
up the year, we congratulate all of our 
teams on their outstanding seasons. Each 
have finished their season very strong and 
all worked hard to have the best season 
they could.

Seniors Delaney Kelly, Mandy Massat, and 
Yatzari Jauregui from the Girls Varsity 
basketball team with Coach Strough pose for 
their senior pictures at the beginning of the 
season.

Thank you to NHS and Ms. 
Reitman for coming both in 
January and February!

Thank you Thespians and Ms. 
McKay for coming in February!

Thank you to the FFA and Ms. 
Jacobs for the 10 gallons of 
milk in January and February!

Thank you so very much! We 
truly appreicate your support!!

Beverly Christensen
Helping Hands Board Member 
& Volunteer



Super Bowl LI 
Performers say no to the show
by Julia Beechy

News 5

    On February 3rd, Maroon 5 dared to 
perform during the Super Bowl Halftime 
show. Before Maroon 5 confirmed they 
would play, five other artists turned down 
the slot...but why? Performing at the 
Super Bowl is supposed to be an honor- it 
is one of the biggest events for Americans, 
with tickets ranging anywhere from 
$2,500 to $3,000. Artists with massive 
followings, such as Rihanna and Adele, 
declined the offer, along with three others, 
for very different reasons.
     During a 2018 show in  Los Angeles, 
Adele shut down rumors that she was to 
be performing in the halftime show. “First 
of all, I’m not doing the Super Bowl. I 
mean, come on, that show is not about 
music. And I can’t dance or anything 
like that. They were very kind, they did 
ask me, but I did say no,” Adele said via 
Billboard. Later that week, Pepsi and the 
NFL released a statement dismissing the 
rumor that Adele had even been asked 
to  perform to begin with, “We have 
had conversations with several artists 
about the Pepsi Super Bowl Halftime 
Show. However, we have not at this 
point extended a formal offer to Adele or 
anyone else.” (via Billboard).
     JAY-Z explained his reasoning for 
rejecting the offer in his song “Everything 
is Love.” He raps "I said no to the Super 
Bowl/ You need me, I don't need you/ 
Every night we in the endzone/ Tell the 
NFL we in stadiums too.” In the song 
he also calls out the Grammy’s after he 
did not win any awards out of his eight 
nominations.
     In an edition of Entertainment Tonight, 
a source told readers that Rihanna 
declined due to the NFL and the players’ 
kneeling situations. In addition to 
Rihanna, Cardi B also turned down the 
offer due to situations regarding players 

kneeling during the National Anthem, 
but for a different underlying reasons. At 
the 2017 MTV VMAs, Cardi stated, "Colin 
Kaepernick: As long as you kneel with 
us, we gonna stand for you," so when 
she spoke of her refusal to perform at the 
Super Bowl, it was no surprise her terms 
involved Kaepernick’s rehiring. 
     P!nk was also contacted to perform 
during halftime but declined because of 
lengthy negotiation processes. This came 
as a surprise to followers after her 2017 
Super Bowl performance of the National 
Anthem.
     When it came time for this year’s big 
game, it was officially announced Maroon 
5 was to fulfill the task. Despite optimistic 
hopes, Adam Levine and his band seemed 
to have let down most viewers in terms of 
the show. Some users of Twitter described 
it as, “more of a concert than a halftime 
show,” or “by far the worst halftime show 
I’ve ever seen. #superbowlsucked.” In 
Maroon 5’s defense, most fans agreed that 
the halftime show was not the only thing 
disappointing viewers; the commercials 
and the game itself did not live up to the 
hype.

Fans were not shy in going to twitter to share 
their opinions about the Super Bowl 51 half-
time show.

Are we safe?
Living in this dangerous world
by Averi Fier

Editorial 4

     In this day and age, mass shootings, 
school shootings, and acts of hatred are 
unfortunately prevalent. Things like politics, 
gangs, and built-up anger cause people to do 
some crazy things. The normal reaction after 
seeing and hearing about places like Orland 
Mall being targeted is fear. It is sadly normal 
that someone would feel nervous at a Chicago 
event or a concert, because we know what has 
happened, can happen, and keeps happening. 
Parents are becoming more and more in favor 
of homeschooling or online school because 
then their children can at least be at home 
with them and safe. However, what if we did 
not let fear rule our lives? What if we learned 
the facts, made a plan, and then continued 
on. Even if you are proceeding with  caution 
at least you are proceeding. 
     Most people who want to hurt people are 
angry or hurting. They want attention, or they 
want to prove a point. So they pull off the 
biggest possible scare tactic they can: hurting 
and/or killing people. What comes next: 
news reports, nationwide panic, warnings, 
cautionary tales. So we hear, and we watch, 
and we listen, and we become terrified, so 
we decide we are never going to Orland Mall 
again. Then, we take to Twitter and fight 
with each other about who to blame and how 
we can fix it. But after that, who is really 
winning? After we decide against going to the 
march because we’re afraid it’s too political 
not to be targeted, who is gaining from our 
decision? It is not us, that’s for sure. We are 
unknowingly giving some dangerous people 
the scene they want. Instead of asking why, 
we are shutting off completely.
     Guns are weapons, but they do not 
become harmful on their own. So why are 
mass shootings and acts of violence so much 
more common? Does it have anything to do 
with the way we are handling our emotions? 
Words like anxiety and depression are read, 
spoken, and posted multiple times every 
day. We are taking medicine to suppress our 
feelings. Does this have anything to do with 
it?

    In our country, if something is wrong with 
you, you go to a doctor and get medicine 
to fix it. That should not be the first step. I 
can only wonder if pumping ourselves with 
chemicals has something to do with the 
rash, violent, hopeless feelings a person may 
experience. Kids take out anger by swearing, 
beating each other up, and cyberbullying. 
After they do, they are rewarded with 
laughs, cheering, and thousands of retweets. 
It’s a vicious circle, and unfortunately, our 
praise and submission to violence has sent a 
message of it being okay.

Mass shooting rates have drastically increased 
in recent years.

     Next time you see someone who is 
struggling, talk to them. Ask people how 
they are; smile as you walk the halls. Do not 
reward behavior you know is dangerous, 
because that teaches us that hurting is good, 
and that could easily be mistaken and abused 
by someone who is desperate for attention. 
It is so scary to think about a weapon getting 
into the wrong person’s hands, but if we 
comply to the fear, we are only hurting 
ourselves. Instead of “I am never going out 
again” what if we said “I can do this, and 
it will be okay.” Our thoughts have energy, 
and if you have it set in your mind that 
something bad is going to happen, you will 
end up convincing yourself something bad is 
happening wherever you go. That is no way 
to live. Taking your power back is hard to do, 
but in order to live a life that you are happy 
with, it is necessary.         

Juniors
The SAT is quickly approaching. Get 
on Khan Academy for helpful SAT 
preparation. Each hour spent on
Khan Academy will get you a raffle ticket 
to win gift cards!



The Will of the Wall
The Government Shutdown & what the future holds
by Mia Steeves

News 6

problem.” In his 2015 presidential 
announcement speech, Trump said, 
“I will build a great, great wall on 
our southern border. And I will have 
Mexico pay for that wall.” Countless 
times since, Trump has claimed that 
he would find a way for Mexico 
to provide funding for his project. 
Chadraba disagrees with Trump’s 
original plan, and said, “Trump and 
America as a whole should pay for 
the wall. People can’t demand a wall, 
but not do anything to get it. If Trump 
and Americans want a wall, then it’s 
an effort as a country to get the wall.” 
As of now, Congress is still putting 
together a proposal for the plan that 
they hope the President will agree to 
sign off on. Although many think that 
at this point, Trump will sign whatever 
is put on his desk, White House chief of 
staff Mick Mulvaney said he would use 
“executive authority” to build the wall 
his way, if need be. 
     The controversy with Trump’s wall 
can also be reflected back onto his 
supporters, many of whom actively 

     During his campaign for the 2016 
presidential election, Donald Trump had 
millions of his supporters captivated by his 
idea of building a wall along the southern 
border of the United States with the hopes of 
putting an end to illegal immigration. While 
the President has certainly proved that border 
security is one of his main concerns, actual 
construction of the wall is much easier said 
than done. 
     Trump has already had to alter his original 
plan of a towering, Great-Wall-like design due 
to lack of funding and support from Congress. 
As a result, the federal government was shut 
down for 34 days, blowing Clinton’s previous 
record of 21 days out of the water. So, until 
the President eases his financial demands, 
or Congress complies with them, the federal 
government will remain unclear on the issue. 
However, the government has been hard 
at work to reach a compromise in hopes 
of avoiding another shutdown, although 
Trump did declare a national emergency on 
February 15th. Several states already have 
taken judicial action, and they plan to sue the 
Trump administration. The lawsuit, filed by 
California Attorney General Xavier Becerra, 
states that the “Plaintiff States” want to “...
bring this action to protect their residents, 
natural resources, and economic interests 
from Donald J. Trump’s flagrant disregard of 
fundamental separation of powers principles 
ingrained in the United States Constitution.” 
Most Democratic members of Congress agree 
that Trump has misused his powers, while the 
majority of Republicans continue to express 
their support. 
     Opposers of the wall argue that there 
are other options to settling border security. 
Junior Bella Chadraba has some ideas of 
her own. She says, “More actual security at 
the border and making citizenship easier to 
achieve would help the illegal immigration 
issue. Laws that are actually enforced that 
punish illegal immigrants could help the 

A 30-foot tall section of the border wall in 
Calexico, California that was put up in October 
of 2018. Although Trump clearly stated it was 
indeed a wall, critics joke that it looks more like 
a fence. 

advocated for it. Fundraisers and 
GoFundMe pages have been created to 
raise money for the wall. Despite all of 
the backlash he receives, the President’s 
fanbase seems to remain strong, although 
there is no guarantee he will be re-elected 
in 2020. Chadraba said she does plan on 
voting, and that, “...it is a right I strongly 
stand by and plan on participating in.” 
Many complain about the results of 
elections but do not do much to help 
change it; voting is a way for everyone to 
put their effort in.” 
     As of now, Trump will build his wall, 
and is clearly willing and capable of 
bypassing Congress to do so. He is also 
doing so completely legally, because there 
is no standard for any conditions that have 
to be met in the National Emergencies 
Act. The President has half of his term left 
to construct his wall that will divide the 
United States and Mexico, but as of right 
now it is serving better as a division of our 
own people. 
 

(Cont. on page 7)

(Cont. from page 6)
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SENIORS !!
Local 

Scholarships
Scholarships available on the 

PHS Website under Local 
Scholarships or in the Guidance 

Office
-ASA (Arnold/Steen/Assprung) 
-First Bank of Manhattan 
-Friends of Music 
-Gary Love Memorial 
-Manteno Youth Soccer 
Association 
-James J. March DDS
-Peotone Education Foundation 
-Peotone Council 
-Post Prom 
-Van Iten Family 
-Beulah Voigt S
-Lee & Nola Werner 
-Wilton Center 
-Calvin Younker 

Deadline to apply for all above:  
March 15, 2019

MORE LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS
NOTE DIFFERENT DEADLINE!

-Peotone Community Scholarship          
-thru Dollars for Scholars~

DEADLINE APRIL 10
Senior Donnie Drain was the first to turn 
in an application for the many scholarships 
offered.



Black History Month
Origins of Black History Month
by Seth Lonard

News 8

     Black History Month began as “Negro 
History Week”, a celebration invented 
by Carter G. Woodson. Woodson was an 
American historian, journalist and author, 
and was one of the first scholars to study 
African American history. Woodson chose 
that week specifically because it covered 
Frederick Douglass’ birthday (February 
14th) and Abraham Lincoln’s birthday 
(February 12th). Starting in 1976, the 
wide support of this week was stretched 
throughout the month of February. Also, 
the NAACP (National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People) 
celebrated its 110th anniversary on 
February 12th, 2019. 
     Black History Month can be celebrated 
in many ways. Many speeches are given 
and museums are always open for 
reflection on the achievements of African 
Americans. Teachers give lessons on many 
influential African Americans such as 
George Washington Carver, Martin Luther 
King Junior, Rosa Parks, Harlem Hell 
Fighters, and many others. Mr. Heywood, 

one of the history teachers at Peotone 
High School, thinks it is very important 
to celebrate the accomplishments of 
African Americans. Heywood says “It’s an 
opportunity to celebrate the contributions 
and achievments of African-Americans in 
our nation’s history.” He believes some of 
the best ways to celebrate Black History 
Month are reading over famous historical 
speeches, reading more about famous 
African-American figures, attending Black 
History Month lectures, and/or displaying 
photos of famous African-Americans.
     Mr. Heywood thinks Fredrick Douglass 
was the most influential African-American 
leader. Saying “Frederick Douglass was 
there at an incredibly turbulent time (the 
Civil War).  He had the ear of President 
Lincoln and other politicians.  He was 
a former slave.  He largely educated 
himself, and worked to get African-
American combat troops into action, 
which included a couple of his sons.” 
     Black History Month is a big part of 
the year so be sure to look back at what 
African Americans have done for the 
United States of America.

Carder G. Woodson is the Founding Father of 
Black History Month. 

Summer job opportunity:
 207U is looking for summer 
help for school cleaning crews. 
Monday - Friday,
6:00am-2:00pm - $10 per hour. 
Sign-up in the main office or see 
Mike Arnold for more details.
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